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Who Lives Here?

Native shrubs are home to many small animals.
Let’s explore the understorey and discover
who is living in a Grassy Box Woodland shrub.
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White sheet, ~ Magnifying Recording

tray or large glasses or sheet and
' paper bug viewers pencil

e D mmﬁ, e = ;

Shake gently o Look closely o dentiy o === o_____ketu

Place a white sheet or tray Carefully observe the Use magnifying glasses | Draw or take photos of | After a short

under a native shrub. small animals that fall to look closely at the the animals you find. observation time,
Gently shake or tap a small

section of the shrub for ﬁx; W
. 5-10 seconds _

all animals to the
same shrub where
[ they were collected.

How many different spiders and other
types can you see? | invertebrates.

onto the sheet. creatures you find. Group them as insects, 1 carefully return
1
|
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What features | ‘¥ Y i
do they have? T Bl e\ b
g5 Legs? Wings? - N L4
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1 What mught you f“ nd? Compare two shrubs
You may find many different invertebrates, mcfudmg If suitable shrubs are available, repeat the activity
% e beneath a second shrub.
1 A - — e Which shrub supported the greatest variety
. e | e of small animals? %
.!;I e i il e Why might the results be different? e
Ants Cathyos Eateis invertebrates Consider the shrub’s size, density, flowers, leaves,
P location, shade and surrounding vegetation.
. Make the habitat connection
i Construct a simple connection using your observations:
) The understorey provides food,

shelter, protection and a place to
reproduce for many small animals.
These invertebrates, in turn, b

In;e&eb'te o Bkl B es support birds, reptiles and other

:* Native shrub i (e.g. caterpillar) woodland a‘nima| woodland wildlife.
, (understorey) (e.g. Superb Fairy-wren)
» (, —
/* Think about .- @ Landcare Connection
o Before the shrub shake, could you see all the animals A healthy woodland needs more than mature trees.
living in the shrub? Protecting and restoring the understorey shrub layer .
o What does this investigation tell us about the importance provides habitat, food and shelter for insects and other . 4#"
of understorey plants for biodiversity in a Grassy Box Woodland? invertebrates, which in turn support birds, reptiles B
* How might removing the shrub layer affect animals much and other woodland wildlife. g
further along the woodland food chain? A
Teacher note: Ay
e Shake shrubs gently and briefly to minimise disturbance. .
Emﬁrg Rl:gla'raEl % Observe animals for a short period and then carefully return them |,
- A) g C = to the same shrub. Avoid shrubs with obvious nests, stinging insects

B or other hazards.
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