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Habitat hops are like stepping stones
for wildlife. Instead of one big area

of habitat, we create a series of small
'hops' that animals can travel between.

They might include:

ﬂ Native flowering gardens
for pollinators

@ Shrub thickets for small birds

ﬁ Leg and rock piles for
reptiles and insects

@ Small frog ponds or damp areas
@ Nest boxes and insect hotels

ﬁ Native grasses and groundcovers \

- HOW HABITAT HOPS WORK -

NATIVE GARDEN POLLINATOR

HABITAT HOPS 7 7A

Small Steps for Wildlife, Big Leaps for BtodwerSIty

Habitat hops are small, connected patches of native vegetation
that allow wildlife to move safely through our school.
They provide food, shelter and places to live, rest and raise young.

WHAT ARE HABITAT HOPS? WHY ARE HABITAT HOPS IMPORTANT? |
|
|

LAN

Increase biodiversity ASSO

Provide food
throughout the year

Offer shelter from
predators and weather

Allow wildlife to move
safely across the school

Connect existing
remnant vegetation

Improve ecosystem
resilience

EXISTING BIRD SHRUB

GARDEN

LOTS OF SMALL HOPS = A CONNECTED HOME FOR WILDLIFE
-\ HOW STUDENTS CAN INTEGRATE HABITAT HOPS /£
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CONDUCT A
Explore the school and Create a map showing:
record what you find: « Buildings
= Existing trees * Playgrounds
+ Native plants = Existing vegetation
+ Bird sightings + Fences
+ Insects * Open grass
* Shade
o MEtar solrEas Identify gaps where
« Bare ground wildlife cannot travel.

Ask: "If you were a small
bird or butterfly, where
could you safely travel?”

CROSS-CURRICULUM LEARNING

SCIEMCE: Ecosystems, food webs, biodiversity, life cycles.

GEOGRAPHY: Mapping, land management, sustainability,

ENGLISH: Persuasive writing, reports, field journals.

@ MATHEMATICS: Measuring areas, graphing observations.

@‘ VISUAL ARTS: Garden signage, wildlife illustrations.

-i HASS: Exploring how First Nations peoples have long
i understood the importance of connected Country,
habitat and caring for native species.
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HABITAT HOPS

NWotk inEeanis to Investigate plants that

provide: Grow seedlings,

design locations for prepare the site and

your habitat hops. FOOD plant your habitat
Plan a pathway for Nectar, seeds, zones using local

" fruit, leaves for : :
wildlife to move safely ; native species.
caterpillars

across the school. Every plant you add

ﬁ SHELTER helps another
. Dense shrubs, .
creature thrive!

grasses, hollow logs

(3 BREEDING HABITAT
Mesting plants,
B[P frog habitat,

insect habitat

EXTENSION ACTIVITY

How can we redesign our school so that a
Superb Fairy-wren, native bee, butterfly or
Blue-banded Bee can safely travel from one
end of the school to the other without
leaving habitat?

Students will:

Map wildlife movement

Design habitat hops

Justify plant selections

Present their biodiversity masterplan
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BECOME WILDLIFE LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS
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Caring For The Land, To Care For Our People,

EXAMPLES OF HABITAT HOPS

| Pollinator Garden

MNative bees, v
butterflies ”

N Bird Refuge

E  Wrens, }‘
y honeyeaters

Bush Tucker Garden
Birds, insects, %
people

Grassland Patch

Lizards, skinks, ﬁ
insects

" Log Habitat
Beetles, spiders, %

fungi

| Frog Habitat h
Frogs, dragonflies

BUSH TUCKER

MONITOR WILDLIFE

Become citizen
scientists!

Record and observe:
* Bird species

* Pollinators

* Butterfly numbers
* Flowering times

* Animal tracks

* Seasonal changes

Compare
biodiversity before
and after.





