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Build a mini underground world!

Watch worms at work improving our soil,

recycling nutrients and helping plants grow.
™

Large empty jar with lid

Small amount of damp soil
Small amount of fine damp sand
Spade

3 or 4 earthworms

Some decayed leaves

Black paper W
Adhesive tape
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@& YOUR JAR WILL LOOK LIKETHIS 33

Layer 1
SOIL (habitat)

The top layer is where
the worms live and
move around.

Layer 2

-- LEAVES & WORMS
(food & life)

Leaves provide food
and shelter for the
WOormes.

Layer 3 \
-~ SAND (structure)

and shows how
worms mix the soil.

Layer 4

BLACK PAPER
(Darkness & shelter)

Keeps the jar dark g
because worms QI -
do not like light. ==
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CARE TIPS L Healthyl WHAT DO WORMS DO?

% Keep soil damp like a wrung-out sponge. W/ . - . 3

- Str.:rrz Iha coolpshad}.r placeg r s b ‘J;_” . soil begins ¥ Recycle dead leaves and organic matter.

% Feed occasionally with leaves, vegetable scraps with hEPIF-"}' '-' 3 Create tunr_l'E|5 for air and water. /‘.
(no citrus, onion, garlic or meat). worms! ¥ Improve soil structure. ,-1"5,
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Replace the black cover after observations. ol - i w b
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Helps with drainage = | -

% Help plants grow strong and healthy. gé

Q) Healthy soil  (ZJ Healthy plants #8% Healthy communities

BUILD THE LAYERS

Place an 8-10 cm layer of damp
soil in the jar. Add an equal layer
of damp sand.

Fill the jar almost to the top
with more damp soil.

ADD THE WORMS

Use a spade to dig up an area of damp
soil to find the worms. A compost
heap is an ideal spot in which to look.

Put the worms on a layer of decaying -

leaves on the top of the soil in the jar. | 7

KEEP IT DARK

To prevent light entering the sides
of the jar (earthworms do not like
light) wrap black paper or plastic
around it and tape the ends across
each other with adhesive tape.

Leave the jar for several days in a
shady spot. The temperature in the
jar should not be allowed to get
higher than 30° Celsius.
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OBSERVE & LEARN

Remove the paper and look for any
changes in the jar.

What do you see? Worm tunnels?
Mixed soil? Changes in the leaves? ©

Observe, ask questions S
and enjoy your mini ecosystem!
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